
League of Women Voters of California  
Criminal Justice Background Information 

LWV State and Local Positions 

● Alabama Criminal Justice: 
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=bGVhZ3Vlb2Z3b21lbnZvdGVycy5vcmd8Y2xlYXJp
bmdob3VzZXxneDoyN2RlODhlNzFjYzZmZDkx 

● Arkansas (link to document download) Jails & Prisons p.12; Medical Marijuana & Reduced Penalties p. 
14:  ​http://www.lwv-arkansas.org/advocacy.html 

● California / Long Beach: Police Community Relations: 
https://my.lwv.org/california/long-beach-area/position/policecommunity-relations-long-beach-87-88  

● California / Los Angeles Police Position: ​https://my.lwv.org/california/los-angeles/position/police  
● California / San Francisco Community Policing:  ​https://www.lwvsf.org/social-policy/ 
● Colorado Justice System:  ​http://lwvcolorado.org/lwv/justice-system/  
● Delaware Criminal Justice p. 22-23: 

http://lwvdelaware.org/files/lwvde_positon_papers_2013-2015_original_version_.pdf  
● Florida Justice p. 52-53: ​https://www.lwvfl.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Study-Action-2017-2019.pdf  
● Georgia Criminal Justice: 

https://my.lwv.org/sites/default/files/leagues/georgia/2017-2019statepositions.pdf  
● Idaho Rehabilitation/Sentencing p. 25-26: ​lwvid.org/files/lwvidpositions2017.docx 
● Illinois Sentencing p. 50, Criminal Justice p. 53: 

http://www.weebly.com/uploads/1/5/9/8/15985276/where_we_stand_2013-2015_web.pdf#page=56  
● Indiana Justice System: ​http://lwvin.org/Positions_LWVIndiana_150324.html#s06  
● Iowa Justice: ​https://www.lwvia.org/lwvia-positions  
● Kansas Criminal Justice: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oSVMapHyo59HVS0wsUX0qquNG-WnAO_rbTYloDybmmU/edit  
● Louisiana Justice p. 5-6: 

https://www.lwvofla.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/2017_PUBLIC_POLICY_POSITIONS_OF_LWVLA.pdf  
● Maryland Corrections p. 6-11: 

https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/lwvmaryland/pages/71/attachments/original/1495419468/LWVMD
_Positions.pdf?1495419468  

● Massachusetts Corrections p. 35: 
https://lwvma.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/Where-We-Stand-2017-R.pdf  

● Michigan Prisons:  ​http://lwvmi.org/documents/SocPolicy-Prisons.pdf  
● Minnesota Criminal Justice p. 23-26: 

https://www.lwvmn.org/sites/default/files/Program_for_Action_2017-2019.pdf 
● Mississippi Criminal Justice: ​http://lwv-ms.org/Criminal_Justice.html  
● Montana Criminal Justice:​https​ ​://my.lwv.org/montana/position/criminal-justice-system 
● Nebraska Impact on Issues/Sentencing p. 99: ​http://www.lwv-ne.org/  
● New Hampshire Incarceration: ​http://www.lwvnh.org/Positions.html  
● New York Pre-Trial Procedures and Alternatives to Incarceration p. 117-130: 

https://www.lwvnyonline.org/advocacy/impact/2017/Complete-Impact-on-Issues-2017.pdf  
● Oklahoma Corrections and Sentencing p. 4-5: 

http://lwvok.org/files/LWVOK_Program_for_Action_Brief_Summary_Nov._2015.pdf  
● Oregon Adult Corrections p. 128-130: 

http://lwvor.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Issues-for-Action-November-2016-for-WEB-TOC.pdf  
● Pennsylvania Criminal Justice: 

http://www.palwv.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Where-We-Stand-on-Criminal-Justice.pdf  
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● Rhode Island Corrections: ​http://www.lwvri.org/Social_Policy.html  
● South Carolina Criminal Justice p. 3:  ​http://lwvsc.org/files/leaguepositions20132015.pdf 
● Texas Criminal Justice: ​https://my.lwv.org/texas/position/criminal-justice  
● Utah Corrections p. 27-29: ​http://www.lwvutah.org/studies/2015-LWVUT_IMPACT_ON_ISSUES.pdf  
● Virginia Adult Justice p. 15-17: 

http://lwv-va.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/lwv-va-positions-2018-Full-ABradstreet.pdf 
● Washington Corrections p. 35: 

https://lwvwa.org/resources/Documents/Program%20In%20Action%2017-19%20for%20pdf%20to%20print.pdf  
● Wisconsin Administration of Justice: ​https://my.lwv.org/wisconsin/position/administration-justice  

Policing Practices 

● President’s Task Force on 21st Century Policing (May 2015): 
https://ric-zai-inc.com/Publications/cops-p311-pub.pdf 

● 21st Century Policing Implementation Guide:   ​https://ric-zai-inc.com/Publications/cops-p341-pub.pdf  
● Ferguson Commission Report: ​https://forwardthroughferguson.org  
● Brennan Center for Justice: ​https://www.brennancenter.org/issues/justice-all  
● Governing the States and Localities: ​http://media.navigatored.com/documents/policediversityreport.pdf  
● California AB 953 Racial and Identity Profiling: ​https://oag.ca.gov/ab953  
● California SB 1421 Peace Officers Release of Records - LWV-California’s letter of support: 

http://blob.capitoltrack.com/17blobs/928b68b5-3f15-4583-bac4-de5446eb395d  
● Memphis Crisis Intervention Team - Program ​provides law enforcement based crisis intervention training 

for helping those individuals with mental illness​: ​http://www.cit.memphis.edu/aboutCIT.php  
● Beyond the Conversation: Ensuring Meaningful Police-Community Engagement: 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/58a33e881b631bc60d4f8b31/t/5b29056a758d460f539bc079/1529
415022872/Policing+Project_Beyond+the+Conversation.pdf 

● California DOJ/COPS Collaborative Reform Initiative:  An assessment of SFPD  October 2016: 
(​http://sanfranciscopolice.org/file/6980​) 

● Los Angeles Police Department Inspector General Review of National Best Practices: 
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/b2dd23_68104e440d624094ad9e7e6e3971bb5f.pdf  

● California DOJ Report on Sacramento Use of Force: 
https://oag.ca.gov/system/files/attachments/press-docs/spd-report.pdf  

● LWVC Letter of Support for AB 931: 
http://blob.capitoltrack.com/17blobs/873462c2-421c-4337-b082-13ccfbd31015  

● Los Angeles Police Department Inspector General Use of Force Reports: 
https://www.oig.lacity.org/use-of-force-reports  

● Advice from Police Chiefs and Community Leaders on Building Trust: 
http://www.policeforum.org/assets/policecommunitytrust.pdf  

● Guiding Principles on Use of Force: ​http://www.policeforum.org/assets/guidingprinciples1.pdf 
● San Francisco Police Department Use of Force Policy: 

http://sanfranciscopolice.org/sites/default/files/Documents/PoliceDocuments/DepartmentGeneralOr
ders/DGO%205.01%20Use%20of%20Force%20%28Rev.%2012-21-16%29_0.pdf  

● New Governance and the “New Paradigm” of Police Accountability: 
https://scholarship.law.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=3197&context=lawreview  

● California POST training: 
https://post.ca.gov/Portals/0/post_docs/training/EMSAMaterials/PSFinalReg-nostrikeouts.pdf 

● Why All Cops Need First Aid and CPR: 
https://www.policeone.com/police-training/articles/475979006-Why-all-cops-need-first-aid-and-CPR-training/  

● Excessive Militarization of American Police: 
https://www.aclu.org/report/war-comes-home-excessive-militarization-american-police  

● ACLU School-to-Prison Pipeline: 
https://www.aclu.org/issues/juvenile-justice/school-prison-pipeline/school-prison-pipeline  
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● Teaching Tolerance, “School-to-Prison Pipeline: 
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/spring-2013/the-schooltoprison-pipeline  

● Citizens Advice Bureau, Police Surveillance: 
http://www.cab.org.nz/vat/gl/le/Pages/Police-surveillance.aspx  

● Making Smart Decisions about Surveillance: 
https://www.aclunc.org/publications/making-smart-decisions-about-surveillance-guide-community-transp
arency-accountability  

● Community Control over Police Surveillance: 
https://www.aclu.org/issues/privacy-technology/surveillance-technologies/community-control-over-police-surveillance 

● 2018 Guide Drones in Law Enforcement: 
https://www.policeone.com/2018-guide-drones/articles/471196006-5-steps-toward-achieving-community-
support-for-police-UAS-programs/  

● Unwarranted: Policing Without Permission​, Barry Friedman, NYU Policing Project 
https://www.policingproject.org/  

● Beyond the Conversation: Ensuring Meaningful Police-Community Engagement: 
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/58a33e881b631bc60d4f8b31/t/5b29056a758d460f539bc079/1529
415022872/Policing+Project_Beyond+the+Conversation.pdf  

● Peel’s Principles of Policing: ​https://lawenforcementactionpartnership.org/peel-policing-principles/  
● Disability Rights and criminal justice (includes mental/physical disability), 

 ​https://www.disabilityrightsca.org/system/files/file-attachments/CM3801.docx 
● Police Response to People with Disabilities: 

https://www.ada.gov/policevideo/policebroadbandgallery.htm  
● How Misunderstanding Disabilities Leads to Police Violence: 

https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2014/05/misunderstanding-disability-leads-to-police-violence/361786/  
● Half of People Killed by Police Have a Disability, Dec. 2015: 

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/amp/ncna538371 
● ACLU, Deaf Rights: ​https://www.aclu.org/know-your-rights/deaf-rights-what-do-when-dealing-police 
● Dealing with the Deaf, Police Magazine: ​https://www.policemag.com/341025/dealing-with-the-deaf 
● Overcoming Language Barriers, Solutions For Law Enforcement, COPS: 

https://www.lep.gov/resources/vera_translating_justice_final.pdf  
● Diversity On the Force: Where Police Don't Mirror Communities: 

http://media.navigatored.com/documents/policediversityreport.pdf 
● Language Barrier May Have Played Role in Fresno Officer Shooting: 

https://abc30.com/news/language-barrier-may-have-played-role-in-fresno-officer-involved-shooting/743841/ 
● Language Access In State Departments, California State Personnel Board, Bilingual Services Program: 

http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/bep/downloads/pdf/bspreport42301.pdf 

Pre-Trial Procedures 

● Alternatives to Incarceration:  ​https://cops.usdoj.gov/Default.asp?Item=2667 
● LWV-California support letter for SB 10 Bail Reform: 

http://blob.capitoltrack.com/17blobs/7451fce1-9aa0-4ce8-9fc6-e09046361de0  
● The Newest Jim Crow: ​https://justicenotjails.org/newest-jim-crow/ 
● When an Algorithm Sends You to Prison: 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/10/26/opinion/algorithm-compas-sentencing-bias.html  
● Risk As A Proxy for Race:​ ​https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1677654 
 

Sentencing 

● U.S. Commission on Civil Rights Supports Sentencing Reform Legislation: 
https://www.usccr.gov/press/2017/11-13-statement.pdf 

● Los Angeles County​ ​Jail Study: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11MFGTkuHOMlRlJA0nkWFow61Sf0yDPKwY5gzZqsO2tA/edit 
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● New York​ ​concurred with the American Bar Association Model Adult Community Corrections Act of 
February 1992, which defines the types of offenders that are eligible for alternative incarceration. 
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/criminal_justice/policy/index_aba_criminal_justice_policies_by_mee
ting.html  

● Crime, Punishment and Rehabilitation Revisited:  A study of the Utah Department of Corrections: 
https://user.xmission.com/~lwvut/League%20position%20papers/LWVU%20Impact%20on%20Issues%2
02007t.pdf  

● U.S. Commission on Civil Rights on Sentencing Reform: 
https://www.usccr.gov/press/2017/11-13-statement.pdf 

● The Sentencing Project:  ​https://www.sentencingproject.org  
● Marshall Project, The Science of Sentencing: 

https://www.themarshallproject.org/2015/08/04/the-new-science-of-sentencing 
● Machine-Bias Risk Assessments in Criminal Justice Sentencing: 

https://www.propublica.org/article/machine-bias-risk-assessments-in-criminal-sentencing 
 

Incarceration 

● CDCR Vision Mission and Values: ​https://www.cdcr.ca.gov/About_CDCR/vision-mission-values.html 
● An Update to the Future of California Corrections: 

https://www.cdcr.ca.gov/Blueprint-Update-2016/An-Update-to-the-Future-of-California-Corrections-Janua
ry-2016.pdf 

● California SB 105 Final Report (​Relieve Prison Overcrowding; Early Release; Reducing Some Felonies to 
Misdemeanors​): ​http://www.dof.ca.gov/Reports/Other/documents/2015_SB-105_Report_revised.pdf 

● Los Angeles County​ ​Jail Study: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11MFGTkuHOMlRlJA0nkWFow61Sf0yDPKwY5gzZqsO2tA/edit 

● Fair Punishment Project: ​http://fairpunishment.org  
● Crime, Punishment and Rehabilitation Revisited:  A study of the Utah Department of Corrections: 

https://user.xmission.com/~lwvut/League%20position%20papers/LWVU%20Impact%20on%20Issues%2
02007t.pdf 

● Prison Policy Institute: ​https://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports.html 
● State of Corrections in the Wake of California’s Criminal Justice Reforms: 

https://calbudgetcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Chartbook_State-Corrections-in-the-Wake-of-Re
forms_October-2018.pdf  

● UN Code of conduct for Law Enforcement Officials - ​“No law enforcement official may inflict, instigate or 
tolerate any act of torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, nor may any law 
enforcement official invoke superior orders or exceptional circumstances...as a justification of torture or other 
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.”​: 
https://www.un.org/ruleoflaw/blog/document/code-of-conduct-for-law-enforcement-officials/  

● State Corrections in the wake of California’s Criminal Justice Reforms: 
https://calbudgetcenter.org/resources/state-corrections-in-the-wake-of-californias-criminal-justice-reforms
-much-progress-more-work-to-do/  

● Oklahoma (1975):  ​http://lwvok.org/files/LWVOKProgramForAction12.21.17.pdf​ (p. 23, p. 25-29) 
● Pennsylvania (2016): ​https://www.palwv.org/lwvpa-board-approves-new-criminal-justice-position/​ , 

https://www.palwv.org/criminal-justice-study/ 
● Rhode Island (1975):  ​http://www.lwvri.org/Social_Policy.html  
● Prison Policy Initiative:  ​https://www.prisonpolicy.org/ 
● Public Policy Institute: ​http://www.ppic.org/publication/californias-changing-prison-population/  
● Poor System of Care for Inmates: ​https://www.sacbee.com/news/local/crime/article220892430.html  
● Jails and Prisons are California’s default mental institutions: 

https://calmatters.org/articles/california-mental-health-treatment-in-prisons/  
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https://user.xmission.com/~lwvut/League%20position%20papers/LWVU%20Impact%20on%20Issues%202007t.pdf
https://user.xmission.com/~lwvut/League%20position%20papers/LWVU%20Impact%20on%20Issues%202007t.pdf
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports.html
https://calbudgetcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Chartbook_State-Corrections-in-the-Wake-of-Reforms_October-2018.pdf
https://calbudgetcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Chartbook_State-Corrections-in-the-Wake-of-Reforms_October-2018.pdf
https://www.un.org/ruleoflaw/blog/document/code-of-conduct-for-law-enforcement-officials/
https://calbudgetcenter.org/resources/state-corrections-in-the-wake-of-californias-criminal-justice-reforms-much-progress-more-work-to-do/
https://calbudgetcenter.org/resources/state-corrections-in-the-wake-of-californias-criminal-justice-reforms-much-progress-more-work-to-do/
http://lwvok.org/files/LWVOKProgramForAction12.21.17.pdf
https://www.palwv.org/lwvpa-board-approves-new-criminal-justice-position/
https://www.palwv.org/criminal-justice-study/
http://www.lwvri.org/Social_Policy.html
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/
http://www.ppic.org/publication/californias-changing-prison-population/
https://www.sacbee.com/news/local/crime/article220892430.html
https://calmatters.org/articles/california-mental-health-treatment-in-prisons/


 

● Disability Rights: ​https://www.disabilityrightsca.org/system/files/file-attachments/CM3801.docx  
● Policy Recommendations Regarding LGBT People in California Prisons: 

https://transgenderlawcenter.org/resources/prisons/policy-recommendations-regarding-lgbt-people-in-cali
fornia-prisons 

● Advocating for Yourself while in Custody: 
https://transgenderlawcenter.org/resources/prisons/advocating-for-yourself  

● Ending Mass Incarceration:  ​https://www.vera.org/ending-mass-incarceration  
● National Commission on Correctional Healthcare: 

https://www.ncchc.org/correctional-health-care-professionals’-response-to-inmate-abuse  
● The Future of California Corrections: 

https://www.oig.ca.gov/media/reports/BPMR/Eighth_Report_on_the_CDCRs_Progress_Implementing_it
s_Future_of_California_Corrections_Blueprint.pdf  

● Case against Solitary Confinement: 
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/neuroscientists-make-a-case-against-solitary-confinement/ 

● The Psychological Impact of Incarceration: 
https://aspe.hhs.gov/basic-report/psychological-impact-incarceration-implications-post-prison-adjustment  

● Prison Rape Elimination Act: ​https://www.prearesourcecenter.org/about  
 
 ​Re-Entry 
● Los Angeles County​ ​Jail Study: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/11MFGTkuHOMlRlJA0nkWFow61Sf0yDPKwY5gzZqsO2tA/edit 
● Crime, Punishment and Rehabilitation Revisited:  A study of the Utah Department of Corrections: 

https://user.xmission.com/~lwvut/League%20position%20papers/LWVU%20Impact%20on%20Issues%2
02007t.pdf 

● Root and Rebound: A Re-Entry Advocacy Center:  ​http://www.rootandrebound.org  
● The Anti-Recidivism Coalition:  ​http://www.antirecidivism.org 
● Recidivism and Reentry:  ​https://www.prisonpolicy.org/research/recidivism_and_reentry/  
● California Fair Chance Act (AB 1008) Ban the Box - 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180AB1008  

General 

● Ella Baker Center for Human Rights:  ​https://ellabakercenter.org  
○ http://whopaysreport.org/​: Who Pays? The True Cost of Incarceration on Families 
○ https://www.bhcreinvestment.com/​: Building Healthy Communities 

● Securing Equal Justice:  ​https://www.vera.org/securing-equal-justice  
● Systems for Tracking the Criminal Justice System: 

https://www.thenation.com/article/our-systems-for-tracking-the-criminal-justice-system-are-broken/  
● Measures for Justice: ​https://measuresforjustice.org  

 
 

Peripheral State/National Positions 

● LWV-CA Juvenile Justice:  ​https://lwvc.org/position/juvenile-justice-and-dependency 
● LWV-CA Children and Family Issues:  ​https://lwvc.org/position/children-and-family-issues-action-policy 
● LWV-CA Mental Health Care:  ​https://lwvc.org/position/mental-health-care 
● LWV-CA Open Government:  ​https://lwvc.org/issues/open-government  
● LWV-CA Voting Rights:  ​https://lwvc.org/issues/voting-rights  
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https://lwvc.org/position/juvenile-justice-and-dependency
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● LWV-CA State and Local Finance: ​https://lwvc.org/position/state-and-local-finances-0  
● LWV-US Individual Liberties:  ​https://lwvc.org/position/individual-liberties 
● LWV-US Equality of Opportunity:  ​https://lwvc.org/position/equality-opportunity 
● LWV-US Immigration:  ​https://lwvc.org/position/immigration 
● LWV-US Meeting Basic Human Needs:   ​https://lwvc.org/position/meeting-basic-human-needs 
● LWV-US Sentencing Policy:  ​https://lwvc.org/position/sentencing-policy 
● LWV-US Privatization:  ​https://lwvc.org/position/privatization 
● LWV-US Violence Prevention:  ​https://lwvc.org/position/violence-prevention 
● LWV-US Healthcare:  ​https://lwvc.org/position/health-care 
● LWV-US Citizens’ Right to Know/Citizen Participation: 

https://lwvc.org/issues/citizen’s-right-knowcitizen-participation  
● LWV-US Policy on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion: 

https://www.lwv.org/league-management/policies-guidelines/diversity-equity-and-inclusion-policy  
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