Dear President’s name or Action Chair’s name,

We are proposing that the LWVC adopt a new position on Criminal Justice via concurrence, and
ask that your local League review this position during your upcoming Program Planning
meeting. We hope that your local League will recommend that the LWVC adopt the position.

A statewide task force worked with LWVC President Helen Hutchison, LWVC Vice President for
Advocacy and Program Joanne Leavitt, and LWVC Government Director Lee Lawrence, in
developing the attached LWC Criminal Justice Position for concurrence.

For more on the LWVC concurrence procedure, see
http://archive.lwvc.org/lwvonly/docs/program-planning-2017-19-policy-P-12-on-concurrence.pdf.

BACKGROUND

For almost 100 years the League has remained vital and relevant by striving for an equitable
society, studying its profound injustices and advocating for effective remedies. One of the most
compelling issues of our time is criminal justice reform. Policing, sentencing, and incarceration
are too often failing to serve justice or improve public safety.

It has become clear that LWVC needs a comprehensive position on criminal justice.

There is a growing bipartisan consensus that our criminal justice system needs reform.
California's proposed budget contains almost $15 billion for corrections during fiscal year 2018-
2019. Billions more are spent on public safety in California cities and counties. The victims of
destructive policies are overwhelmingly poor and people of color. Thirty percent of incarcerated
individuals are African American males, while they make up only 6% of California’s population.

OUR PROCESS

At the 2017 LWVC convention, there was significant interest in pursuing a criminal justice
position. This led us to talk about what we -- local Leagues, League members, the LWVC --
could do. We researched criminal positions of other state and local Leagues across the
country. We talked extensively with other organizations active in criminal justice policy work.
Based on this research, we developed the attached position that we propose be adopted by the
2019 LWVC convention by concurrence.

WHAT’S NEXT

Once the LWVC adopts this Criminal Justice Position, your local League will be able to engage
in the process of education and advocacy in your community with respect to policing,
sentencing, incarceration, and re-entry. We will also be able to influence our state elected
officials as they craft effective legislation for criminal justice reform.

| will give you a call in a couple of weeks to see if you have any questions. However, don’t
hesitate contacting me in the meantime.

Thank you,

Your Name

Your League

Your Email and Your Phone Number



Members of the LWVC Task Force on Criminal Justice Reform:
(organized by local League)

Tonya McKenzie, LWV-Beach Cities
Christine Wenrich, LWV-Berkeley/Albany/Emeryville
Lois Ledger, LWV-Long Beach

Anne Ryder, LWV-Long Beach

Jane Cook, LWV-Los Angeles

Marianne Dozier, LWV-Los Angeles
Carolina Goodman, LWV-Los Angeles
Marjorie Green, LWV-Los Angeles

Loretta Kelly, LWV-Los Angeles

Kitty Stokes, LWV-Los Angeles

Natalya DeRobertis-Theye, LWV-Oakland
Pam Crowe, LWV-Redding

Michele Musacchio, LWV-Orange Coast
Charlotte Pirch, LWV-Orange Coast

Kris Ockershauser, LWV-Pasadena
Norma Nelson, LWV-Sacramento County
Jeanne Brown, LWV-San Diego

Kay Ragan, LWV-San Diego

Art Telphick, LWV-San Diego

Maxine Anderson, LWV-San Francisco
Julia Fasick, LWV-San Francisco

Ashley Raveche, LWV-San Francisco
Roanne Toretsky, LWV-San Francisco
Jen Tse, LWV-San Francisco

Jennifer Waggoner, LWV-San Francisco
Pamela Flynt Tambo, LWV-Santa Barbara
Vijaya Jammalamadaka, LWV-Santa Barbara



