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OPINION

The Rise and Fall of the Minimum Wage
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in 2007

Change in the real
minimum wage since
1960, in 2013 dollars.

Where the minimum wage
would be if it tracked the
changing incomes of the
top 1 percent.

In 1960, the minimum wage was
47 percent of the median wage
of U.S. full-time workers.
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$8.11 is the 2013 poverty wage level for a single full-time worker with one child.
The minimum wage dipped below this amount in 1982 and has stayed there.
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24% of workers who are
at or below min. wage

38% 14% 11% 8% 5%Age distribution of those earning
the federal minimum or less:
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